
Updated Public Notice: Ongoing Transition of ICOADS Development Due to NOAA 
Budget Cuts

(16 April 2012)

Since the following Notice was issued, we can report some short-term restoration of NOAA 
Climate Program Office (CPO) FY2012 funding for the core ICOADS work, and also for the 
IVAD project. In addition, planning for the partial transition of currently ESRL-based staffing 
and expertise to NCDC are under development. An ICOADS Transition Meeting was held at 
ESRL  30  Jan.–3  Feb.  2012 (abridged  report  available  here),  which  provides  further 
background  on  the  budgetary  problems,  and outlines  a  number  of  specific  actions  and  
deliverables planned over the next several months to transition some activities and project 
infrastructure  from  ESRL to  NCDC—and/or  possibly  to  other  new  international  project  
partners.  Plans  for  how  ICOADS  development  and  delayed-mode  processing  will  be 
managed and resourced for the longer term are still under development. This Notice will be 
updated when more details about the future for ICOADS become known, or please feel free  
to  e-mail  Scott.D.Woodruff@noaa.gov or  Jay.Lawrimore@noaa.gov for  more  detailed 
information.

Public Notice: Termination of ICOADS Development Due to NOAA Budget Cuts
30 January 2012

ICOADS has operated for decades in the US as  a partnership between NOAA—its  Earth 
System Research Laboratory (ESRL) and the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC)—and 
the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), together with growing international 
contributions.

For budgetary reasons, stemming from pending large cuts at the NOAA Climate Program 
Office (CPO), ESRL Directors have determined that it is no longer feasible for its Physical 
Science  Division  (PSD)  to  continue  supporting  any  further  ICOADS  work—effective 
immediately. 

This immediate cessation of support by ESRL means the future of ICOADS is unclear. The 
program is working to transition some responsibilities to NCDC, but for the foreseeable 
future  improvements to  the historical  time period are stopped.  For  the near-term, data 
access services of the existing Release 2.5 (1662-2007) will continue through NCAR and 
NCDC. Currently it is anticipated that:
� At  this  juncture  there  are  no  plans  for  any  new  major  ICOADS  delayed-mode 

updates or further Releases.
� “Preliminary” near-real-time updates of the observations and basic gridded monthly 

summary products will  continue to be produced and served at NCAR for as long as 
current data flows remain unchanged. 

� The  ICOADS  website  (http://icoads.noaa.gov/),  the  project  central  information 
source, as hosted at PSD cannot be updated further. A future home for the extensive 
existing content (including documentation, software, and metadata) is under discussion.

� This  situation  extends  to  related  websites  currently  hosted  under  the 
icoads.noaa.gov  domain,  including  the  international  marine  climatology  workshops 
MARCDAT and CLIMAR, as well as the recently funded ICOADS Value-Added Database 
(IVAD) Project. The IVAD project is hinged on developments at ESRL, so it is likely this  
will be terminated.

1

http://icoads.noaa.gov/icoads-trans-rpt-v6-update.pdf
http://icoads.noaa.gov/
mailto:Jay.Lawrimore@noaa.gov
mailto:Scott.D.Woodruff@noaa.gov


� Regrettably  moreover,  there  will  be  no  staffing  support  for  marine  work  or 
consultation from ESRL.

This situation suddenly became known to the project membership in December 2011, and 
we are very sorry about this development and for such short notice. We know it will have 
significant impacts on the quality of a wide range of scientific research. Please address any 
further questions or concerns to ESRL, NCDC, and/or higher-level NOAA management.
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